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SECTION ONE 

 

Directions 

1. Carefully read the following poem. 

2. Answer questions 1-6 on the next page. 

3. Select the single best answer to each question. 

 

 

WHAT DO WE LEARN ABOUT THE SPEAKER? 

“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” 

Robert Frost (1923) 

 

Whose woods these are I think I know. 

His house is in the village though; 

He will not see me stopping here 

To watch his woods fill up with snow. 

 

(5) My little horse must think it queer 

To stop without a farmhouse near 

Between the woods and frozen lake 

The darkest evening of the year. 

 

He gives his harness bells a shake 

(10) To ask if there is some mistake. 

The only other sound’s the sweep 

Of easy wind and downy flake. 

 

The woods are lovely, dark and deep, 

But I have promises to keep, 

(15) And miles to go before I sleep, 

And miles to go before I sleep. 
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Questions 1-6 

 

1. What character trait of the speaker is evident 

in lines 13-14:  “The woods are lovely, dark 

and deep, / But I have promises to keep”?  
 
The speaker is: 

1) lazy 

2) reckless 

3) lost 

4) responsible 

5) careful 

 

2. In the last two lines, the speaker twice says, 

“And miles to go before I sleep” (lines 15-

16). What might the speaker mean by these 

lines? 
 
He will: 

1) Dream of life’s possibilities while still 

young 

2) Enjoy life’s pleasures before marrying 

3) Meet his goals before dying 

4) Plan for the future before retirement 

5) Avoid personal relationships after being 

hurt 

 

3. On the basis of the information in the poem, 

what will the speaker do next? 
 
The speaker will 

1) Set up camp for the night to protect 

himself and his horse 

2) Try to buy the land from the owner 

3) Continue travelling so he can meet his 

obligations 

4) Stay where he is and watch the snow in 

the woods 

5) Turn around and go back to where he 

came from 

 

 

 

 

4. How might the speaker react if he saw a 

beautiful painting on the way to an 

appointment? 
 
The speaker might: 

1) Stop to look at the painting, forgetting all 

about the appointment 

2) Ignore the painting, not wanting to be 

late 

3) Rush by the painting with only a quick, 

appreciative glance 

4) Tell a friend to go see the painting 

5) Stop and admire the painting, but keep 

the appointment 

 

5. Robert Frost, the author of this poem, lived 

in rural New England for most of his life. He 

is familiar with the nature and countryside of 

that region. What evidence of his 

background can be found in this poem? 
 

1) Tight structure 

2) Realistic descriptions 

3) Emphasis on political freedom 

4) Strong imagination 

5) Dislike of harsh weather  

 

6. Each Christmas Robert Frost would bind one 

of his unpublished poems with an illustration 

by a favourite artist to send to his close 

friends. Given his message in the poem, and 

knowing Robert Frost’s Christmas tradition, 

which qualities best describe him? 
 
1) Thoughtful and sincere 

2) Light-hearted and foolish 

3) Serious and strong 

4) Shy and calculating 

5) Smart and driven 
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SECTION TWO 

 

Directions  

1. Carefully read the following passage. 

2. Answer questions 7-10 on the next page. 

3. Select the single best answer to each question. 

 

WHAT CHANGES ARE BEING MADE IN THE CREDIT CARD AGREEMENT? 

Notice of Changes in Terms  

To Your Credit Card Agreement 

 

Effective on the date of your January 

billing statement, we are amending your 

Credit Card agreement to include the 

following terms and conditions. These 

(5) changes will appear on your February 

billing statement. We encourage you to 

read this notice and save it for future 

reference. 

 

Cash Advance Transaction Fee:   For 

(10)  each cash advance obtained at an 

 automated teller machine (ATM) or at a

  financial institution (without using an 

 ATM), we will add a Finance Charge   

 of 2.5% of the advance, subject to a    

(15)  minimum of $2 with no maximum. 

 

 Over-the-Credit-Line Fee: We will add 

a $25 fee for each billing where the new 

balance exceeds your credit line. 

 

Returned Payment Fee: We will add a 

(20)   $25 fee when a payment check is not 

   honoured, when we must return it  

   because is cannot be processed, or when 

   an automatic debit is returned unpaid.   

   At our option we will assess this fee the 

(25)   first time your check is not honoured, 

   even if it is paid upon resubmission. 

 

Late Fee: We will add a $25 fee for each 

  billing period you fail to make the  

  minimum payment by its due date. 
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 (30)  Non-Acceptance Instructions: If you do 

  not wish to accept the above changes, you 

  must notify us in writing within 25 days 

  after the date of your January billing  

  statement stating your non-  

 (35) acceptance. Include your name, address, 

  and account number, and mail it to:  

  Credit Cards, Inc., P.O. Box 1246,  

  Minnetonka, MN 55421-3445. If you 

  notify  us that you do not accept these 

(40) new terms, you can continue to use your 

  credit card under your existing terms until 

  the end of your current membership or 

  the expiration date on your credit card, 

  whichever is later. At that time your  

 (45) account will be closed, and you can pay 

  off your remaining balance under your 

  current terms. 
 
Questions 7-10 
 
7. When will a Cash Advance Transaction Fee (Line 9) be charged? 

1) When the minimum payment is not made 

2) When the payment is late 

3) When a cash advance is withdrawn at an ATM or financial institution 

4) When a cash advance is not authorized 

5) Only when the cash advance is withdrawn at an ATM 

 

8. What does the word “honoured” (Line 21) mean? 

1) Respected 

2) Accepted 

3) Returned 

4) Written  

5) Sent 

 

9. If these new terms are unacceptable, what should the credit card holder do? 

1) Write to Credit Cards, Inc. 

2) Send back the statement. 

3) Pay the bill in full. 

4) Use the credit card carefully. 

5) Read the notice more carefully. 

 

10. What kind of writing does this document sound like? 
1) Invitation 

2) News article 

3) Legal Agreement 

4) Story 

5) Advertisement 
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SECTION THREE 

 

Directions  
1. Carefully read the following excerpt from a personal essay.  

2. Answer questions 11-13 following the excerpt. 

 

 Until I moved to Western South Dakota, I did not know about rain, that it could 

come too hard, too soft, too hot, too cold, too early, too late. That there could be too 

little at the right time, too much at the wrong time, and vice versa. 

 I did not know that a light rain coming at the end of a hot afternoon, with the 

temperature at 100 degrees or more, can literally burn wheat, steaming it on the 

stalk so it’s not worth harvesting. 

 I had not seen a long, slow rain come at harvest, making grain lying in the 

swath begin to sprout again, ruining it as a cash crop. 

-Kathleen Norris, “Rain,” from Dakota 

 

Questions 11-13 

 

11. Which of the following techniques appears in the first paragraph? Select ALL that 

apply. 

1) Repetition of a key word 

2) Short, simple sentences 

3) Use of the first-person pronoun “I” 

4) Use of third-person narration 

5) Use of a string of opposites 

 

12. Select TWO words that best describe the style of the excerpt. 

1) Technical 

2) Simple 

3) Informal 

4) Poetic 

5) Descriptive 

 

13. Which word best describes the tone of the excerpt? 

1) Serious 

2) Sarcastic  

3) Sentimental 

4) Humorous 

5) Negative 
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SECTION FOUR 

 

Directions  
1. Carefully read the following excerpt from a novel. 

2. Answer questions 14-18 on the next page. 

3. Select the single best answer to each question. 

 

 

HOW HAVE THESE PEOPLE CHANGED? 

 

  On the morning of the thirteenth sleep 

  of sickness in the Lone Eater camp, Fools 

  Crow and his father, Rides-at-the-Door, 

  walked through the village. They went from 

 (5)  lodge to lodge and called to the people 

  within. There were still many sick and 

  dying, but the number of new victims had 

  gone down. The rage of the white-scabs 

  was subsiding. It seemed impossible that 

 (10)it would last such a short time and leave  

  so many dead or scarred for life by the 

  draining sores. Others were out walking  

  listlessly in the warm sun or just sitting 

  outside their lodges. There was none of 

 (15) the bustle that usually occurred on a  

  morning of winter camp. The people did 

  not greet each other. If they met on the 

  path to the river, they would move off the 

  path and circle warily until they were well 

 (20) beyond. If a child was caught playing with 

  the children from a family hit hard by the  

  bad spirit, he would be called inside and  

  scolded. But it was one old woman, the 

  only survivor of the lodge, who sat and 

 (25) wailed and dug at the frozen ground until  

  her fingers were raw and bloody – it was 

  this old woman who made the people 

  realize the extent of their loss. Gradually 

  they emerged from the deep void of  

 (30) sickness and death and saw that they 

  had become a different people. 

-James Welch, Fools Crow 

(1986) 
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Questions 14-18 

 

14. What has happened to the people in the village? 

1) They are dying of starvation. 

2) They are victims of natural disaster. 

3) They have contracted a contagious disease. 

4) They were afraid to leave their lodges. 

5) They are at war with another village. 

 

15. A villager walking far around another villager to avoid coming into contact with the 

bad spirit is most similar to which of the following situations? 

1) A person catching a horrible disease 

2) A person taking a new route to avoid someone he dislikes 

3) A person wearing a face mask in the hospital to avoid germs 

4) A person leaving a path to walk through the woods 

5) A person sneezing on another person and giving her a cold 

 

16. What do people believe is causing their problems? 

1) The white man’s invasion of their territory 

2) The presence of a bad spirit 

3) Punishment from the Gods 

4) Pollution from the river 

5) Being forced to live close together 

 

17. Lines 30-31 state that “they had become a different people.” Which of the following 

is the most probable change? 

1) They were disheartened and sad. 

2) Their faces were permanently scarred. 

3) They were happy to have survived. 

4) They decided to join a new camp. 

5) They no longer cared what happened to them. 

 

18. What is the effect of telling the story mainly from the villagers’ point of view? 

1) It distances readers from the events of the story. 

2) It helps readers understand how the characters feel. 

3) It suggests that the people like to gossip. 

4) It biases readers against the white man. 

5) It demonstrates the villager’s dislike for outsiders.



 

Summit College Academic and Career Studies ©2013 (rev. Feb 2015)  

GED PRACTICE TEST 

Language Arts – Writing 
 

1.5 hours allotted  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Score: ____/42 
 



GED Practice Test 

Summit College Academic and Career Studies ©2013 (rev. Feb 2015)  

SECTION ONE        / 12 marks 

 

Directions  
Rewrite the status report below, correcting any sentence fragments, run-ons, capital 

letters, spelling errors or comma splices. Add words and punctuation as necessary to form 

complete sentences. If you do not have enough room in the space provided, please use a 

separate sheet of paper. 

 

Status Report on the Search for a New Principal 
 

To: Steering Committee Members 

From: Ann-Marie Josephs, Committee Chairperson 

 

 Last week, our current school principle, Janet malcolm, announced she will not be 

returning to her post next year, she has decided to take a year’s leave to stay home with her baby. 

A special committee to begin the search to find someone to fill her post 

 

 The Search Committee met on Munday for the first time it consists of two staff members 

(bob Matthews and myself) and two parent representatives (Joan Anzalone and Lee Brick). Joan 

and Bob agreed to draft the job notice. 

  

 Candidates for the position will be interviewed by the Search Committee. Submitting 

portfolios, and visiting some of our classrooms. Also expected to meet with the staff for an 

informal question and answer session. 

  

 We want to wish janet the very best. Meanwhile, we will keep you informed of the 

Search Committee’s progress in the coming weeks. Because we want to assure you of our 

commitment to keeping Park Elementary Skool a school of quality.  

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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SECTION TWO        / 10 marks 

 

Directions 

1. Carefully read the following memo. 

2. Answer questions 1-10 following the memo. 

 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Mary Silva, Director 

From: Susan McReynolds, Teachers’ Aide 

Re: Play Area Expansion 

Date: March 10, 2000 

 

(A) 
(1) The purpose of this memo, is to propose an expansion of the play area at the Kids’ 

Corner Day Care Centre at 356 Hyland Avenue. 

(B) 

BACKGROUND 

(2) Our play area is too small the teachers and aids have all agreed. 

(3) The playground was designed originally to accommodate 15 children, ages two to 

four. (4) In the past two years, however, our day care centre enrollment growing. (5) We 

now had 25 full-time children and 6 children who are part-time. (6) As a result, our 

children do not have enough space for outdoor play. (7) The play area, as it is, will not 

accommodate any more swings, slides, or tricycles. (8) Teachers and aides must carefully 

monitor the playhouse to make sure it does not become overcrowded. 

(C) 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

(9) I propose that we hire a designer and a builder. (10) They could develop the fenced 

area in the back of the building. (11) The older children could use the new space, and the 

younger ones would use the existing area in front of the building. (12) Accordingly, 

development of this new area would result in two separate playgrounds. 

(D) 

BENEFITS 

(13) The children will have access to the outdoor equipment that best meet the needs of 

their particular age group. (14) They will have more room to run and play, and it will be 

easier for the teachers’ aides to keep the children safe. (15) In addition, parents who send 

there children to Kids’ Corner will see the new play area as an improvement to the 

school. 

(E) 
(16) I look forward to discussing the proposal with you in more detail. (17) If you decide, 

to proceed with this plan I would be happy to assist in any way that I can. (18) Moreover, 

please consider a salary review for all the aides.  
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Questions 1-10 

 

1. Sentence 1: The purpose of this memo, is to propose an expansion of the play 

area at the Kids’ Corner Day Care Centre at 356 Hyland Avenue. 
Which correction should be made to sentence 1? 

1) Insert a comma after purpose 

2) Remove the comma after memo 

3) Insert a comma after area 

4) Change Avenue to avenue 

5) No correction is necessary  

 

2. Sentence 2: Our play area is too small the teachers and aides have all agreed       

If you rewrote sentence 2 beginning with  

As the teachers and aides have all agreed, 

  The next word should be: 

1) our 

2) area 

3) is 

4) too 

5) small  

 
3. Sentence 4:  In the past two years, however, our day care centre enrollment growing. 

Which is the best way to write the underlined portion of the sentence? If the original is 

the best way, choose option 1. 

1) growing. 

2) grown. 

3) is growing 

4) was growing. 

5) has grown. 
 
4. Sentence 5: We now had 25 full-time children and 6 children who are part-time. 

Which correction should be made to sentence 5? 
1) Replace we  with you 

2) Change had to have 

3) Replace who with which 

4) Change are to is 

5) Change are to were 

 
5. Sentences 9 and 10: I propose that we hire a designer and a builder. They could 

develop the fenced area in the back of the building. 
The most effective combination of sentences 9 and 10 would include which group of 

words? 

1) Although I propose 

2) While I propose 

3) builder, which develop 

4) builder to develop 

5) builder, they could 
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6. Sentence 11: The older children could use the new space, and the younger ones 

would use the existing area in front of the building. 
 Which revision should be made to the placement of sentence 11? 

1) Move sentence 11 to the end of paragraph B 

2) Move sentence 11 to the end of paragraph C 

3) Move sentence 11 to the beginning of paragraph E 

4) Move sentence 11 to the end of paragraph E 

5) Remove sentence 11 

 

7. Sentence 13: The children will have access to the outdoor equipment that best 

meets the needs of their particular age group. 
Which is the best way to write the underlined portion of this sentence? If 

the original is the best way, choose option 1. 

1) Best meets 

2) Better meet 

3) Best met 

4) Better met 

5) Better meets 

 

8. Sentence 15: In addition, parents who send there children to Kids’ Corner will 

see the new play area as an improvement to the school. 
Which correction should be made to sentence 15? 

1) Replace there with their 

2) Replace there with they’re 

3) Change will see to will be seeing 

4) Change will see to will saw 

5) Insert a comma after new 

 

9. Sentence 17: If you decide, to proceed with this plan I would be happy to assist in 

any way that I can. 
Which is the best way to write the underlined portion of this sentence? If 

the original is the best way, choose option 1. 

1) Decide, to proceed with this plan 

2) Decide to proceed, with this plan 

3) Decide, to proceed, with this plan 

4) Decide to proceed with, this plan 

5) Decide to proceed with this plan, 

 

10. Which revision would improve the effectiveness of paragraph E?    

1) Remove sentence 16. 

2) Remove sentence 18. 

3) Move sentence 18 to the beginning of paragraph E. 

4) Move sentence 18 to follow sentence 16. 

5) No revision is necessary.  
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SECTION THREE        /20 marks 

 

Directions 

 

1. Referring to the box below, choose one of the two topics and complete your essay 

on a separate sheet of paper. 

2. You will be given 45 minutes to complete the essay. 

3. The essay is to be a minimum of two pages, double-spaced. 

4. Plan your essay before you write, using scrap paper. 

5. Re-read your essay upon completion to check for errors. 

6. If you would like a dictionary/thesaurus, please ask your instructor. 

7. Your essay will be evaluated on the following: 

- Well-focused main points 

- Clear organization and structure 

- Development of thoughts and ideas 

- Sentence structure, punctuation, word choice, grammar, and spelling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic A: 

Suppose you had the opportunity to teach something you know to someone else. 

In your essay, identify what you would teach and explain how you would teach this. 

Topic B: 

Our opinions may change over a period of time. 

Identify an opinion you once held but that you have given up or changed. Write an essay 

explaining how and why the change occurred. 

 

USE YOUR PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS, EXPERIENCE, AND KNOWLEDGE 

TO SUPPORT YOUR ESSAY. 
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Questions 1-3 

 

Directions 
Carefully study the information in the following chart, and answer questions 1-3 below it.  

Select the single best answer to each question. 

 

Votes for Women 
PROVINCE YEAR GRANTED IN 

Manitoba January, 1916 

Saskatchewan March, 1916 

Alberta April, 1916 

Ontario February, 1917 

British Columbia April, 1917 

Nova Scotia April, 1918 

New Brunswick April, 1919 

Prince Edward Island May, 1922 

Newfoundland April, 1925 

Quebec  April, 1940 

Canada 1918 

 

1. Information is the chart above best supports which conclusion about the voting rights 

of Canadian women? 

1) Women’s efforts during World War I (1914-1918) increased their political 

power. 

2) The most populated provinces were the first to grant women’s voting 

rights. 

3) The Great Depression caused Canadian public opinion to oppose women’s 

voting rights. 

4) People in the eastern provinces were more democratic than people in the 

West. 

5) Women lost political power when more women entered the workforce. 

 

2. Which province was the first to grant voting rights to Canadian women? 

1) British Columbia 

2) Manitoba 

3) Alberta 

4) Saskatchewan 

5) New Brunswick 

 

3. How is it that Canada could grant women voting rights before some of its provinces? 

1) Those provinces went against the government. 

2) Those provinces were not legally part of Canada yet. 

3) Those provinces were slow at filing the paperwork. 

4) Those provinces did not exist in 1918. 

5) Those provinces did not approve of voting rights for women. 
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Questions 4-8 

 

Directions 
Carefully read each paragraph, and then answer the accompanying question.  Select the 

single best answer to each question. 

 

4. Canada and the United States sponsor programs to help children living in poverty.  In 

1944, the Canadian government began to provide family allowances. Under the 

Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program, the U.S government gives mothers 

with inadequate income and with children under 5 years of age coupons to exchange 

for infant formula and food. 

 

The information implies that Canadian and the U.S. governments have what attitude 

about children’s welfare? 

1) Aiding children is an appropriate government responsibility. 

2) Taxpayer dollars should not be spent on special populations such as children. 

3) Governments should aid children directly without involving their parents. 

4) Older children need more assistance than younger ones. 

5) Poverty does not greatly affect children. 

 

5.  According to the law of supply and demand, which of the following is most likely to 

occur when there is an unusually large crop of radishes, but people decide to buy 

fewer radishes than they did the previous year. 

1) The prices of radishes will decrease. 

2) Radish growers will demand tariff protection to prevent competition from 

foreign radish growers. 

3) The income of radish growers will increase. 

4) The number of radish growers will increase. 

5) The cost of growing radishes will increase. 

 

6. Millions of people in the world, particularly in Asia, earn their living solely from 

agriculture. Rural incomes are only 20-25% of those in urban areas. Rural villagers 

are less likely than urban citizens to have clean drinking water, electricity, schools or 

access to health care. Which of the following best explains why many people living in 

rural areas in Asia migrate to cities? 

1) The weather conditions are harsher in rural areas. 

2) Agriculture is boring work after several years. 

3) Governments force people in rural areas.  

4) People from rural areas have a wider social group. 

5) People in rural areas want access to better services. 

 

7. Responsible government in Canada is based on the ability of the governing political 

party to maintain a majority of support in the elected House of Commons. A minority 

government occurs when the governing party has more seats in the Commons than 

any other one political party, but does not have clear majority. Which of the following 

is an argument in favour of a minority government in Canada? 
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1) A minority government receives national approval of all its legislation. 

2) A minority government depends on cooperation between parties. 

3) A minority government is unwilling to propose controversial but needed 

legislation. 

4) A minority government is ensured the time needed to pass the laws it 

considers important. 

5) A minority government is less responsive to the public. 

 

8.  

 
 

Which of the following explains one of the reasons why the temperature in Edmonton is 

generally lower than the temperature in Toronto? 

1) Edmonton is farther south than Toronto. 

2) Toronto is located at a higher altitude than Edmonton. 

3) There is no large body of water in Edmonton. 

4) There are more cars, buildings, and people in Toronto than in Edmonton. 

5) Edmonton is located at a higher altitude than Toronto. 

 

Questions 9-11 
 
Directions 

Carefully study the information in the chart below, and answer questions 9-11 that follow 

it.  Select the single best answer to each question. 

  

Values are ideals and principles that people believe are important. Listed in the chart 

below are five cultural values that are part of some societies. 

Citizenship Citizens should be well-informed about and participate in the government. 

Work Ethic 
People should have an equal chance to be successful through hard work and 

determination. 

Tolerance People should accept diverse populations. 

Justice People should be treated equally before the law. 

Compassion People should show sympathy for and want to alleviate the distress of others. 
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9. Some governments set up constitutions that protect people’s lives, liberty, and 

property. Which cultural value is protected when constitutions protect the rights of a 

person accused of a crime? 

1) Citizenship 

2) Work ethic 

3) Tolerance 

4) Justice 

5) Compassion 
 
10. The Quakers came to North America seeking religious freedom. Unlike some groups, 

they respected people who chose to practice other religions within the community. 

According to the definitions, which cultural value does this experience illustrate? 

1) Citizenship 

2) Work ethic 

3) Tolerance 

4) Justice 

5) Compassion 
 
11. When people read the newspaper stories about national laws, lobby the legislation, 

and vote in local elections, they are practicing which cultural value? 

1) Citizenship 

2) Work ethic 

3) Tolerance 

4) Justice 

5) Compassion 

 

Questions 12-13 

 

Directions 
Carefully read each paragraph, and then answer the accompanying question.  Select the 

single best answer to each question. 

 

12. The international boundary between British North America and the United States had 

been established by 1783. In an attempt to simplify the governing of French-

Canadians and English-Canadians, Britain decided that two separate territories might 

be the answer, even though a minority of English remained in Lower Canada. 

Therefore, the Constitutional Act was passed in 1791 dividing the province of Québec 

into two parts: Lower Canada (East) and Upper Canada (West). Which of the 

following was the cause of the division of the colony of Québec? 

1) There were problems establishing the border between Canada and the 

United States. 

2) The Treaty of Versailles of 1783 created problems for the French in 

Québec. 

3) The Constitutional Act angered the United Empire Loyalists. 

4) Britain wanted to promote an understanding of the French language 

and culture. 

5) Britain wanted more efficient administration of British laws and traditions. 



GED Practice Test 

Summit College Academic and Career Studies ©2013 (rev. Feb 2015)  

13. For a long time, the British government discouraged Newfoundland’s development as 

a colony because Britain wanted to use the territory as a fishing base to help its own 

industry. The government abandoned this policy at the end of the eighteenth century. 

Afterward, Britain encouraged colonization, and the fishing industry in 

Newfoundland thrived. Which of the following statements about Newfoundland’s 

history is best supported by this information? 

1) Its resources were not valued by the British government. 

2) It became a densely populated region in the New World. 

3) It was an unwanted possession of the British government 

4) It was used by Britain to help the British economy. 

5) Britain encouraged its commercial independence. 
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Directions 

Refer to the following passage to answer questions 1-4, below. 
 

 Agriculture depends on a layer of soil that averages only 15 cm in depth over 

Earth’s surface. Crop plants rely on this rich upper layer called “topsoil.” Erosion is a 

natural process by which topsoil is removed by the action of wind or water. Plant cover 

helps hold soil in place and limits the amount of erosion that takes place.  

 Soil formation takes thousands of years, but across the world, topsoil is being lost 

at ten times the rate at which new soil is formed. People have accelerated the rate of 

erosion by using the land in an uncontrolled manner. 

 However, erosion can be reduced in several ways. Contour plowing (plowing 

along the contour of the land) and terracing (making a series of level plots in a step-like 

fashion along a slope) reduces water runoff. To minimize soil loss when crop plants are 

spaced far apart, a method called strip cropping is used. In strip cropping, farmers grow 

low strips of vegetation that hold down the soil between the crops. Trees called 

windbreaks are planted between fields to help prevent the wind from carrying away 

topsoil. 

 Soil depletion also threatens topsoil. In a natural setting, nutrients from plants are 

returned to the soil as a result of decay. Farmers use fertilizers to return nutrients to the 

soil. Legumes such as alfalfa and beans can add nitrogen to the soil. Legumes can be 

alternately grown with plants like wheat or sorghum, which deplete nitrogen from the 

soil. 

 

1. H.H. Bennett, one-time chief of the Soil Conservation Service, is known as the father of soil 

conservation. He once said “Productive soil is life, and the production of soil is vanishing with 

each passing year.” 

Which solution would be MOST beneficial to help resolve this environmental problem? 

1) Tax farmers for every acre of the land they use. 

2) Convince farmers to use accepted methods to prevent erosion. 

3) Do not let farmers use the land. 

4) Encourage landowners to clear-cut all vegetation. 

5) Lower the price of fertilizers to reduce the total cost to the farmer. 

 

2. If corn is grown in the same soil for many years, such corn will deplete nitrogen from the soil. 

Which method could help to return depleted nutrients to the soil? 

1) Contour plowing 

2) Terracing 

3) Crop rotation 

4) Strip cropping 

5) Windbreaks 

 

3. Which method is used to counteract the effects of erosion caused by water? 

1) Crop rotation 

2) Soil depletion 

3) Fertilizers 

4) Legumes 

5) Terracing 
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4. Why are plants able to slow down soil erosion? 

1) They prevent plant disease. 

2) They prevent water from evaporating. 

3) They use up nutrients in the soil. 

4) Their roots hold the soil. 

5) Their leaves catch water. 

 

5. Refer to the following graph to answer the question that follows. 

 

 
 

Which one of the following statements could BEST be supported by the observations? 

1) The most common number of petals on a daisy is 15. 

2) The least common number of petals on a daisy is 20. 

3) The largest number of petals on a daisy is 19. 

4) The smallest number of petals on a daisy is 14. 

5) The number of petals on a daisy varies.  

 

6. The living cells that conduct food and water up and down through the trunk of a tree are located 

in a relatively thin layer just under the bark. The center part of the trunk contains the old dead 

cells. If it were necessary to kill a mature tree, which of the following methods would be most 

effective? 

1) Saw a deep cut about halfway into the trunk on one side. 

2) Remove most of the centre of the trunk through a small opening. 

3) Drive a steal spike through the bark to the centre of the trunk. 

4) Bore a hole through the centre of the trunk. 

5) Cut a deep groove below the bark around the tree trunk. 
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7. Hydrocarbons are chemical compounds composed of atoms of only two elements: carbon and 

hydrogen. The structures at the beginning of the series of straight-chained hydrocarbons are 

shown below.  

 
 

How does each chemical structure in the series differ from the previous structure? 

1) By 1 Carbon and 1 Hydrogen 

2) By 1 Carbon and 2 Hydrogens 

3) By 2 Carbons and 1 Hydrogen 

4) By 2 Carbons and 2 Hydrogens 

5) By 2 Carbons and 3 Hydrogens 

 

8. Most insect stings are painful because of the small amount of acidic venom injected. When 

baking soda is applied to an insect bite, the pain disappears. Why does this occur? 

The baking soda: 

1) Neutralizes the venom 

2) Is contained in insect venom 

3) Is an acidic substance 

4) Is an effective insect repellent 

5) Is a combination of water and salt 

 

Directions 

Refer to the following passage to answer questions 9-13, below. 

 

Tropical rain forests are located along the equator in South America, Africa, and Asia. Both the 

temperature and precipitation across the equator are consistently high year-round. These areas are 

therefore able to produce and maintain abundant and diverse plant and animal populations. 

 Rain forests are made up of very distinct layers: the forest floor, the understory, the canopy, and 

the emergent layer. The forest floor is a relatively dark place, where the trees struggle to reach the small 

amount of sunlight that can penetrate the foliage. Ferns and saplings can also grow here. The 

understory may have seedlings, bushes, and shrubs that reach 50-80 feet above the ground. The canopy 

is a dense, continuous layer, rising 100 to 130 feet. Most rain forest life grows or dwells in the canopy. 

Finally, there is the emergent layer. It consists of trees that poke randomly out of the dense canopy. 

Each of these layers supports a unique combination of life. 

 Because of the unusual structure of the rain forest, many plants and animals have had to adapt to 

their environment One example of plant adaptation is the size of the leaves. In the canopy, where 

sunlight is abundant, the leaves are small. However, deeper in the forest where the sunlight is rare, the 

leaves are large and are able to bend to follow the sun’s rays all day. 

 An animal that is well-adapted to survive in the rain forest is the sloth. Sloths are one of the 

most common large mammals in the rain forests. Their body temperature varies with the environment, 

so they may be seen hanging in a sunny opening for hours to absorb the heat. Their fur is very thick and 

is patterned to allow rainwater to run off instead of being absorbed. Sloths also have tiny, green algae 

growing in their fur. The algae allow them to better blend into the green leaves of the canopy. 
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9. Based on the passage, what is one reason sloths can LIKELY be found in the canopy? 

 Sloths: 

1) Are fast-moving animals that jump from tree to tree 

2) Are meat eaters that catch their prey high in the trees 

3) Do not like rain, so they need to live under the large canopy leaves 

4) Need sunlight and have adapted to blend into the leaves 

5) Need protection from insects that inhabit the forest floor 

 

10. What is the correct arrangement of a rain forest from LOWEST layer to the HIGHEST? 

1) Emergent layer, understory, canopy, forest floor 

2) Emergent layer, canopy, understory, forest floor 

3) Forest floor, understory, canopy, emergent layer 

4) Forest floor, canopy, understory, emergent layer 

5) Forest floor, emergent layer, understory, canopy 

 

11. Why do rain forests have abundant and diverse plant and animal populations? 

1) There are few predators to harm the animals. 

2) Laws protect flowers from being picked. 

3) Temperatures are mild year-round. 

4) Rainfall is sporadic and low year-round. 

5) Rainfall and temperatures are high year-round. 

 

12. In which layer of the rain forest would a fern most likely live? 

1) The canopy 

2) The understory 

3) The forest floor 

4) The emergent layer 

5) A subterranean layer 

 

13. Based on the information provided, what is the BEST definition of the word “adaptation”? 

1) An elimination of a group of living things from an environment 

2) A characteristic of members of a population that enhances their survival rate 

3) A mechanism that controls certain activities of animals 

4) Any disruption of the natural environment 

5) A naturally occurring group of organisms living in an area 

 

14.  Genes occur on pairs of chromosomes inside the nucleus of a cell. In each pair, one 

chromosome is from the sperm cell, and one chromosome is from the egg cell. If each human 

contains 46 chromosomes, how many chromosomes are present in each egg or sperm cell? 

 1) 6 

 2) 12 

 3) 23 

 4) 46 

 5) 92 
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You will have 20 minutes to complete this section of the test. You may use your calculator for 

THIS SECTION ONLY. Below is a formula sheet to use at your discretion.  
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Members of the Outdoor Club bicycled from a drop-off point back to town. The graph below represents 

their distance from town at various times during the trip. Questions 1-2 refer to the following graph. 
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The outdoor club's bicycle trip

 
 

1. During which one-hour time interval did the members of the Outdoor Club travel at the fastest 

speed? 

1) 8:00am-9:00am 

2) 9:00am- 10:00 am 

3) 10:00am-11:00 am 

4) 11:00 am-noon 

5) 2:00pm- 3:00 pm 

 

2. At what average speed, in kilometres per hour (kph), did the club members travel between noon 

and 3:00 pm? 

1) 20 

2) 10 

3) 6 ⅔ 

4) 3⅓ 

5) 3  

 

3. Antonio, who works in Primo’s Print Palace, can print posters at a rate of 360 per hour. At 9:30 

a.m. he receives a rush order for 1800 posters. If he works with a 45 minute break to get 

materials and eat lunch, at what time will he finish the job? 

1) 1:45 p.m. 

2) 2:15 p.m. 

3) 2:30 p.m. 

4) 3:15 p.m. 

5) 5:15 p.m. 
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4. If the length of x is 2½ times the base, what is the perimeter of the triangle? 

1) 30 units 

2) 42 units 

3) 54 units 

4) 72 units 

5) 180 units  

 

5. A company’s physical inventory revealed a total of 7468 pens. Dan mistakenly recorded the 

wrong amount by interchanging the digits for hundreds and ones. How many more pens did 

Dan record than were actually counted? 

1) 396 

2) 378 

3) 216 

4) 180 

5) 18 

 

6. Electric switches that regularly sell for $0.69 each are advertised this week at 5 for $2.75. How 

much is saved by purchasing 5 switches at the sale price rather than at the regular price? 

1) $6.20 

2) $3.45 

3) $2.75 

4) $0.70 

5) $0.14 

 

7. The mean (average) weight of 5 boys is 160 pounds. If three boys weigh 152, 158, and 168 

pounds respectively, which of the following could be the weights, in pounds, of the other two 

boys? 

1) 165 and 150 

2) 162 and 156 

3) 160 and 162 

4) 157 and 168 

5) 155 and 172 

 

x x 

12 
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NO CALCULATOR IS TO BE USED FOR THIS PORTION OF THE TEST 

 

8. The positive square root of 72 lies between what pair of integers? 

1) 5 and 6 

2) 6 and 7 

3) 7 and 8 

4) 8 and 9 

5) 9 and 10 

 

9.  

Computers in Middle Schools
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The graph above shows the increase in the number of computers used in middle schools. Between 

which two years did the number of computers increase the most? 

 

1) 1)1996-1997 

2) 2)1995-1996 

3) 3) 1994-1995 

4) 1993-1994 

5) 1992-1993 

 

10.  
 

The diagram to the left represents part of a pattern of numbers 

known as Pascal’s Triangle. What is the SUM of the numbers 

represented by boxes in the bottom row of the pattern? 

1) 256 

2) 128 

3) 64 

4) 32 

5) 24 
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11. At 7 p.m., the outdoor temperature was -12ºC. By 11 p.m., the temperature in degrees Celsius had 

dropped x degrees Celsius. Which expression represents the temperature reading at 11 p.m.? 

1) -12 – x 

2) -12 + x 

3) -12 

4) -12x 

5) 12 

 

12. Which of the following is the complete solution to the equation (x-10)(x +8) = 0? 

1) -8 only 

2) 10 only 

3) 8 and -10 

4) 10 and 8 

5) 10 and -8 

 

13.  A total of M players came to soccer practice. The coach divides them into 6 groups of t players for 

drills, but 3 players are left over. Which of the following equations expresses the relationship 

between the number of players out for soccer practice and the number of players in each group? 

1) M=3t +6 

2) M= 6t+3 

3) M=3(t+6) 

4) M= 6(t+3) 

5) M=3(6t+1) 

 

14. Julio invested a sum of money at 6% interest. Krista invested $200 less than Julio, but her bank paid 

9% interest. After one year, what was the DIFFERENCE between the amount of interest Krista 

had earned and the amount of interest Julio had earned? 

1) $6.00 

2) $12.00 

3) $18.00 

4) $200.00 

5) Not enough information is given. 

 

15.    A   For the right angle triangle shown in the diagram to    

    the left, Angle A measures 90º and sides AB and   

    AC have the same length. What is the measure of Angle C? 

1)30º 

2) 45 º 

B      C 3) 60 º 

     4) 90 º 

     5) 135 º 


